


English and
Communication 
(SEND)
Available via Blackfriars Academy (1JA) and course 
code (V252)

Whether you want to work in special and inclusive 
education contexts, or progress your career in a 
mainstream school, this course could be for you. 
KNSTE is delighted to be working with Blackfriars 
Teaching School Alliance to offer an enhanced SEN 
pathway through our partnership. 

This course enables you to develop the professional 
and intellectual capabilities to prepare you for
working with children with a diverse range of abilities 
and needs. You will benefit from placements in both 
Key Stages 2 and 3, one practice will be in a SEND 
school and the other will be in a mainstream setting. 
This will allow you to explore and critically reflect on 
the opportunities of multi-disciplinary learning.

Our focus on KS2/3 is innovative and will facilitate 
your development as a subject specialist in English 
and Communication. You will be introduced to the 
expectations of the Primary Curriculum at KS2 in 
addition to English at Key Stage 3.

This pathway is open to applicants with English,
English related or other appropriate degree subjects 
with a strong communication focus e.g. Law, the 
Humanities, Social Sciences or vocational degrees 
such as journalism. The course will develop your 
appreciation of the significance of speech, language 
and communication in education.

Verbal and non-verbal communication will be 
explored alongside alternative augmentative and 
technological strategies. The route will prepare you 
to evaluate what you as an individual can bring to the 
profession.

Frequently Asked Questions
Do I need an English degree? No – we need to assure ourselves that you have the capability to be 
trained to teach KS3 English – so the standard expected in Year 9 of a mainstream school. 
Therefore we will assess your qualifications to see  if you have this potential.

Do I need a Science GCSE or Equivalent? Yes – as you will be teaching in KS2 we need to meet the 
entry criteria of the primary PGCE and so we do require a Science GCSE or equivalent.

Will I be trained for the full primary curriculum? Yes – your course has been constructed so that 
once qualified you can apply for either a primary or secondary, middle school or special school 
post.

Am I qualified to teach GCSE English? You will not have gained experience at KS4 or beyond on 
this programme. Ultimately it is up to an interview panel to determine your suitability for any post 
that you apply for, but your ITE programme will not have given you experience in relation to this 
phase.

Is the route available on a part-time basis? Yes! In Year 1 this is 2 days a week and in Year 2, 3 days 
a week with a full-time block towards the end of your second year.

How are my placements organised? You will have 2 placements – one in a mainstream KS3 setting 
and the other in a SEND school in a class which is following the KS2 curriculum. The placements can 
be in any order.

“The flexible route is great, I can fit 
the course around my family and 
other commitments. It’s the only

way I would have been able to
undertake a PGCE.”

- Associate Teacher

OPEN EVENINGS
Join our Online Open Evenings

Register here: www.knste-shaw.org.uk



Frequently Asked Questions
Does my degree need to be in English? No. You do need a degree, as with any teaching 
qualification, but it doesn’t need to be in English. English related or degree subjects with a 
strong emphasis on communication would also be suitable (see page 2 for examples). We need 
to assure ourselves that you have the capability to be trained to teach KS3 English – so the 
standard expected in Year 9 of a mainstream school. Therefore we will assess your qualifications 
to see if you have this potential.

Do I need a Science GCSE or Equivalent? Yes – as you will be teaching in KS2 we need to meet 
the entry criteria of the primary PGCE and so we do require a Science GCSE or equivalent.

Will I be trained for the full primary curriculum? Yes – your course has been constructed so that 
once qualified you can apply for either a primary or secondary, middle school or special school 
post.

Am I qualified to teach GCSE English? You will not have gained experience at KS4 or beyond on 
this programme. Ultimately it is up to an interview panel to determine your suitability for any 
post that you apply for, but your ITE programme will not have given you experience in relation 
to this phase.

Is the route available on a part-time basis? Yes! In Year 1 this is 2 days a week and in Year 2, 3 
days a week with a full-time block towards the end of your second year.

How are my placements organised? You will have 2 placements – one in a mainstream KS3 
setting and the other in a SEND school in a class which is following the KS2 curriculum. The 
placements can be in any order.

FIND OUT MORE 
www.knste-shaw.org.uk/programme-information 

enquiries@knste-shaw.org.uk



2 Year Flexible Programme

QUALITY
We are relentlessly ambitious to share the transformative power of education.

ETHICAL
We will use our knowledge and experience to enable you to become an in-
formed and thoughtful public professional.

TRUSTED
We offer a nurturing and tailored approach to placements within an amazing 
partnership of schools.

SPECIALISMS
Our specialisms enable you to focus on curriculum design, subject leadership 
and to appreciate the significance of sequencing learning.

TEACHER EDUCATOR & TUTOR SUPPORT
Our dedicated team provide support and equip you to become the teacher 
that you are ambitious to be.

EVIDENCE INFORMED & EVIDENCE CHALLENGED
We support you in critiquing and accessing research and evidence so as to 
both inform and challenge your pedagogy and practice.

Why choose KNSTE?

KNSTE offers a two year flexible route for all its primary courses and 
for the English and Communication (SEND) programme. The flexible 
pathway is particularly directed at career changers or those with caring 
responsibilities. It is a rigorous and demanding programme, and 
colleagues who benefit from this option need to be highly organised.

It does offer the opportunity to phase your Initial Teacher Education 
(ITE) experience, combining your commitment to the programme
with other aspects of your life. 

To apply for the flexible route for our primary programmes, you 
must  apply via KNSTE (24J) and for the English and
Communication (SEND) you need to apply via Blackfriars
Academy (1JA).

HOW TO APPLY: Applications to us should be submitted via UCAS
as our courses are not currently available through the new GOV.UK 
service. UCAS Course Code: 1JA. Further instructions found here:
www.knste-shaw.org.uk/application-process/ 
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